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KEITH MERRITT 

Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.50 pm]: On the recent passing of Keith Merritt, I want to formally record 
my thanks to Keith on behalf of the Balga community. Thinking of Keith, I am mindful of the phrase in one of 
Dr Seuss’ books, “Unless someone likes you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not.” 
Although a humble and modest gentleman, Keith had vision for a better Balga, and in no small measure due to 
Keith’s drive, enthusiasm and commitment, much of what he envisaged for Balga has become a reality. He was 
respected by all. Keith held the position of treasurer of the Balga Action Group for over 10 years. He set up the 
framework for the fledgling group, ensuring legislative and tax compliance, incorporation, and formulating a 
constitution and rules that reflected the group’s shared vision for a better Balga. Keith’s skills were considerable. 
He could cajole, charm, beg, militate, badger and lobby, always with his characteristic dry humour, but always 
for the good cause of improving his local community. He was renowned for collecting membership dues with 
dogged persistence! In his time with BAG, much was achieved, including six Balga Christmas festivals, the 
presentation of community awards to local schools over 10 years, overseeing the north west urban renewal, the 
demolition of the notorious Balga flats, and the construction of the Balga leisure centre. My deepest condolences 
are extended to his beloved wife, Ann, and their daughters, Lynette, Rosalind, Debbie and Michelle, and their 
families. The last word should go to Alan Stafford, close friend and president of the Balga Action Group, who 
said, “We will all have to climb the heavenly stairway in times to come, and at the pearly gates we will likely see 
a short, grey-haired figure standing there with a smile on his face and a receipt book in his hands as he tries to 
charge you $3.00 to enter.” Rest in peace, Keith. 
 


